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SMART and SKILLED UPDATE – October 2024 

 

1. NEW SUPERVISION STANDARDS FOR ELECTRICAL APPRENTICES 

New supervision standards for electrical apprentices, as outlined in the Supervision 

Practice Standard for Apprentices in the Electrical Industry, are mandated by the NSW 

Government from 1 September 2024. These standards define specific levels of 

supervision—Direct, General, and Broad—based on the apprentice's experience and 

task complexity. 

Key aspects include: 

• Direct Supervision: One-on-one supervision with the licensed electrician always 

physically present. 

• General Supervision: Intermittent oversight with a 1:3 supervisor-to-apprentice ratio. 

• Broad Supervision: Occasional oversight with a 1:5 supervisor-to-apprentice ratio. 

The department will be updating the relevant Commissioner Information Bulletins (CIBs) 

and Vocational Training Orders (VTOs) to reflect these new supervision requirements. 

Training providers are encouraged to align their practices accordingly, and where 

necessary notify the department of any supervision concerns via the RTO Notification of 

Issues document. For additional information, please visit the NSW Fair Trading website 

at Supervision Practice Standard for Licensed Electricians Supervising Apprentices. 

 
 

 

https://www.fairtrading.nsw.gov.au/trades-and-businesses/construction-and-trade-essentials/electricians/supervision-practice-standard-for-licensed-electricians-supervising-apprentices#sps
https://www.fairtrading.nsw.gov.au/trades-and-businesses/construction-and-trade-essentials/electricians/supervision-practice-standard-for-licensed-electricians-supervising-apprentices#sps
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nsw.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2022-03%2Fvt20%2520RTO%2520Notification%2520of%2520Issues%2520Form.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CKRISTEN.DEAMER%40det.nsw.edu.au%7Cc1bb220bd2cf44ab54b008dccbb2104b%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638609212853086765%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=m1MPVGx1YVJtwt%2BPkr3v75mDSxQ2DE0b3EKi%2FeIvCNA%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nsw.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2022-03%2Fvt20%2520RTO%2520Notification%2520of%2520Issues%2520Form.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CKRISTEN.DEAMER%40det.nsw.edu.au%7Cc1bb220bd2cf44ab54b008dccbb2104b%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638609212853086765%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=m1MPVGx1YVJtwt%2BPkr3v75mDSxQ2DE0b3EKi%2FeIvCNA%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fairtrading.nsw.gov.au%2Ftrades-and-businesses%2Fconstruction-and-trade-essentials%2Felectricians%2Fsupervision-practice-standard-for-licensed-electricians-supervising-apprentices&data=05%7C02%7CKRISTEN.DEAMER%40det.nsw.edu.au%7Cc1bb220bd2cf44ab54b008dccbb2104b%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638609212853101026%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=N9qeb3UqbXxTUPonJduQPoy8DTaMJuzuB2jMdNS0%2BBM%3D&reserved=0

